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and Wired

eer Paul Zane Pilzer and
vou're likely to notice the
sweat on his brow, Mot sur-
prising — this Park Ciey,
Utah, businessman, after
all, is an economist, profes-
sor, author of four boaks,

-,nfrw.m: 1'I1I.Jngl]i.. art LLlHL'L"

tor, and global entrepreneur
who's starting a new venture that he believes will
be part of the next million-dollar I'nr.llhtr:l.'. Bur,
lowk again. This guy’s sweating, all nghr, but
that’s because its mid-morning and he's out on
his mountain bike, attacking the steep reails
around his home. Or il the snow’s good, he's
probably challenging the nearby slopes on his
snowhoand,

Ar 4 each afternoon, you can find him lifting
weights or working on flexibility with his fitness
trainer. And, yes, in between warkouts he also
works hard on his business projects.

To say thar this home-based multimillionaire
runs these ineresss from a home office would be
rechnically inaccurate. The rruh 15 Pilzer says,

he's rarely in his office. 1 may not see my office
for days,” he jests, That's because Paul Pileer
uses technology — specifically, a wireless phone
systern and a computer neework — to conduct
business from almost every room in his three-
level house in the mountains of northern Uah.
Although he owns several homes, Pilzer chose
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The Pilrer home wad recenlly

renovated wilh Catogary §
wiring and new satellite calila
and phone |acks. Wraparaund

decks aller tabulous vioers

three-level Park City, Utah, ski house. "I may not see my office for days,” jokes the home-based global entrepreneur.

as a full-time residence the one he describes as

a former “ski house thav | never intended o live
in.” He and wife List Dang, who's recently
complered renovations, winted to raise their in-
fant daughrer Miriam in a small wwn. The
house is warm and uncluttered, with exensive,
alder cabinetry and a large brick fireplace located
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centrally in the grear coom Like Pilzer’s life,
the house has few barriers and a natral
serse of l!u';-.-_

"-.‘E-'r.|||.tqn|;|1.1 decls and floor-ta-celling
windows on all sides offer fabulous views of
Wasatch  and
.:"..-1|||.|r|1;||_|:_\ as '|."\.I,'” a5 ['h.'-!:‘l 1‘.'.1”1.'_‘!.' .Ir'll.j i'-ll'k

the surrounding Lint
Ciry Mountain Resort ski sireas, Lights can
be raised and dimmed by remote control
devices throughout the house — or via the
family's six computers,

Ihe upper level holds a library, office,

ine @ 'Aund-[t.ll]#.'h:ul guest lofr. The middle

Pilenr and wile Liza Dang chose Fark Gily au the

pErfect spol to ralse baby daughtor Miriam

level is completely open, with expansive,
overlapping kitchen, I.J.Ih:illil. and living
areas, The master bedroom is the only moom
on this level with a door that closes. The
lower level consists of two bedroom suites
with baths and a saona plus a one-bedroom
apartment with a living room and kitchen,
I'here’s also a home theater — complere
with a Sony VPL-VWIOHT projector and
a 16-foor diagonal sereen and an office
o ]_-i._|||5-___ A Tormer biochemist, she now
warks as a writer and graphic artist, special-
izing in illustrations for independent comic

honk publishers. ¢ Yarsicle is a large Jacuzzi

Wired for action

Diuring the construction and renovation,
Pilzer wired every room with at least one,
and sometimes two, phone hook-ups, He
installed l.';1|:|._-1;nr:. 5 winng For a LAM net
work and remote satellite cable jacks
although he doesn’t correndy use rthem
Instead, he favors a wireles network and
other tools thar keep him in constan vonach
with his many business inereses while
physically freeing him from the confine of
his office.

First there's the Siemens wireless phone
system — a single answering system plus
eight satellite handsets placed throughour
the house. “All 1 need for the wireless
11|111||L'_t I5 an _||'|{~ Plllg.“ 5Ays pill{l_'l. ”'IL'
handsets can also be hooked onto a belt for
complete mobiliey, and Paul and Lisa can
,11'\“ LR 'lIL‘ 'I“'lir\ 45 AN INUErcorm \:\-"-‘L'r" —
communicating with each other from any-
where in the hame.

To make the phone system cven more
versatile, the Pilzers also use Plantronics and
Radio Shack headsers for hands-lree com-
munication. Another benefic: The headsers
pick up nr1!}' the sound of the speaker’s
voice directed into the mouthpiece, elimi-
naring all background noise; 1 can be
changing the crying baby and answer rthe
phnnc_ and all the client will hear 15 my
voice,” notes Pilzer, who adds thar wearing
a headset around the house has become see-
ond narure,

Fhe final essential i.lii__‘_ll.‘di';.'llf isa 5149
Lucent wireless Inernet access card for each
af their six computers. It means Paul and
Lisa can chedk c-mail, stock uotes, of late-
breaking news from any computer in the
house — and communicare with each ather
vin AOL Instant Messenger, The nerwork
also lers them access any of the three laser
printers stashed on cach of the three Hoors
a5 well as either of their two color printers.

“T'he wireless laprop has changed even
the way | read the ;r.!p-l:1.r says Pilzer. "]
hook right into the New York Times, |.|i|1
articles, and paste them into e-mail 1w dis-
cuss them with colleagues.”

lechnology, he adds, has macle a sub-
stantial difference in his home office capa-
bilicy “It's gotten me out ol the ‘home
office’ without losing any ||rI-IL|llv:.'H'-'Ir‘-'. and
put me with my Family more,” notes the
first-time farher.

He's currendy readying the house [

$5 3

{
|
|
E

The Pilzers can work from any
of six networked computers.
Lisa frequently uses thoir
B0-inch Mitsubishi to dizplay
digital photos as she edils
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one more beneficial piece of lL‘L']'If'IUlI.i*L';}' -
videoconlerencing. Although he tries to
linyit business rravel 1o establishing an ini-
tial relationship with a client or ro .a}.'-l,'ﬂhi:ll;;
engagements — he averages two speeches a
manth — Pilzer is sure videoconferencing
will make meetings even easier,

Technology's personal benefits
Technology also has s personal benefivs, E-
mail, for instance, means Pilzer can readily
k;_-r_'p in touch with his extended Family.
"W iu'up Uup 1o date on d:lil!.r ]l.lp]:!tl'ljl'l“ﬁ,
sovwhen we see each other, we dont have to
spend time carching up,” he says. "We can
just go have fun.”

And Dang uses the couples iMac,
hoaked up o a 60-inch Mitsubishi HDTV,
o view her work in lirge formar or o dis-
play digital phowos she's editng — baby
pictures, frequently — before e-mailing the
shiots ro family menibers around the world.

Pileer's interest in home-hased rechnolo-
gy is hardly new. He's been a licensed ama-
weur radio operator — call sign WA2ZDDR

— since the age of 9 and still plays with
ham rudio se-ups for both overseas and
domestic radio communication.

And he doesn’t leave rechno-toys behind
when he leaves home. He and his bike- and
board-riding pals keep in rouch via FRS
walkie-talkies, Pileer can also listen o his
portabile MP3 audio player — and his bike's
equipped with a Panasonic PV-DV910 dig-
ital movie camera. Dang wses the digital
images to make family "MTV-seyle” videos,
using the iMac for video editing,

Pilzer brings along purmblc Yaesu ham
radios on camping trips, and the family
Jeep Wrangler is equipped with an Aiwa
CDC-MP3 audio player with steering
wheel remote control,

And it's not only the rechnology that
comes along on outdoor adventures. The

Upstnirs or downstairs, Piizer
wonE A headsel in the hoosa

It means he can work anywhers
and siay connectad to his wits

— and o buginess pssocioles

gear for mountain biking and hiking now
includes an infant carrier For Miriam, who
at theage of 12 weeks accompanied her par-
ents on a sailing and scuba expediton w
islands off Greece and ltaly,

Committed to openness
A commitment to openness, change, and
new ideas — combined with hard work,

scholarly exploration, perseverance; and
overcoming obstacles — is the foundarion
an which Pilzer has buile his professional
life. For years, he has filled books, casserre
tapes, canference rooms, and lecture halls
with his philasaphy that humankind moves
forward by the advancement of ideas; that
we should be quick to discard ideas that
have outlived their usefulness; and thar we
have a responsibility to identify new: solu-
tions 1o world issues,

Take, for example, his first book, Other
Peoples Money, which was about the savings
and loan crisis. Pikeer prediceed the S&1
problem in 1983, began a manuscript about
it in 1984, and restified betore Congress in

"Technology gets me out of the home office without losing
any productivity — and it puts me with my family more.”

1985, warning it would grow 1o a $200 bil-
lion dollar disasrer. Congress didnt believe
him — and publishers rejected the manu-
script. When the crsis n]:.'\'_'|‘.|:.‘l':fd in 1988,
publishers started calling him, and Orher
Peoples Maney became a bestseller,

Pilzer was appointed as an economic
adviser to the Reagan and Bush administra-
tions and has been dn econamic commenta-
tor for Mational Public Radio and CNN.

Impressive credentials
His eredenrials are impressive. Pilzer gradu-
ared from college in three vears and received
an MBA from Wharton Business School
when hie was 22. He was a vice-president at
Citibank — the company’s youngest —
when he was 24. Simulraneously, he sarted
several entrepreneurial real estate business-
cs, carning his first million by age 26, Ar 30,
his warth was up to more than 510 mallion,
Then in 1978, he began reaching at New
York University one day a week,

“l love teaching,” says Pileer, who has
continued to do so for over 20 years, "It
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£ my mind Fresh should
Il'..'.i'l“”l:.:: ¢ lafest mniormanon
philosaphics and we should be

oflering them o vouth, and secing how

g
they
}II\ 1950) ]IHI.IL_,
il | how for centuries our theories on
wealth had based on the idea of limie-
'.'|.| FESOUrcos |.'|I111 Il||.|.. Al 1I|. {5
amd the beliel thar tho contmlled
those resources advanced fnancually. Bu

WS t|'.||1'.|-:ur|n|1_1:

the notion of wealth — allowing people o

use the unlimited resource of knowledie
combined with compurer power o find
new salutions 1o problems, reduce costs,
and creare produces and services that had
ever existed, In other words, he prediceed
the |1.'.r|1l-:_-1.|l||||r| af wealth made poasible by
the Internet

In hos 15995 1 ¢, ol Wi furd

A Pilser : nat  he
described as I s st weslth,
saving that one individuals suceess almos:
always benehies all of sociery. He also con
rnued the theme of the value of human
fngenuit.

His three hestsellers firmly established
PMilzer as a business writer and thinker.
He speaks each year to approximarely

100D people, and more than 10 million

wdinmpes of his speeches e been sold,

Doing big business
Bur Pilzer is also a business doer. He found-
- Publishing, a company that creares
I -hased educanional and ré-rrain-
tools and ensured irs success by
distribunion deal with nerwork
£ i Amway

He recently sold his interest in Zane and
tackling another major problem area
om his Urah home headqus the
marons healthcare indusery,  or “the sick-

ness business,” as he calls in
“It’s very clear 1o me thiae the health and
wellness Tusin and healdheare are
now the absolute printary affecting

| o |]| .. *

helic five im «
salthoemcy™ with the populadion divided
by aar level af health and Rrness. His fourth
scheduled For
print and mpe release chis spr ident-
fies illness and obesite as omie comndi-

ol L'].|.1'..'|j
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The antire middie level of the
home is open, with a comhbined
kitchen, dining, and lving area.
The upper-lovel holds a library,
office, and guest lofl,




Fitzar checks a computer on &
desk in the mid-level living
area, The huge, centrally
located fireplace is the focal
potnt of the expansive room,
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holds. He points the finger at processed-
food companies who benefi handsomely
from keeping 25 percent of the ULS. popu-
lation clinically obese and a full 55 percem

seriously overweight.

With his new focus on health, Pilzer is
once again doing as well as chinking. He is
currently .|._--.-.;l<~|1i:1; an  Inwernet-based
INSUMREnCe ['l"\lll:.'.l. I'«" i‘lleL‘l'lrl.'I'Il.'l.]r\ |:||'“i
individuals thar will reallocate the 55,000
per year that the average family currently
spends on health insurance premiums.
Noting that most families use insurance
onty [or serions Hlnéss and crideal care, his
'|1|||._|_||_._| will invest S2.000) into 2 h:-:._'h

deductible, camsmophic cire policy. The
temaining $3.000 will go into a wellness
policy thar could be used o pay for proac

tive management of health including not
just doctor visits bur products and services
such as health dub usage; homeoparhy,
mussage, healthy loods, vitamins, and nur-
tignal supplements. Any unused portion ol
the wellness premium will roll over into the
subsequent year —and aver time, the inter

eit camed from the account should self-

fund the entire premium, he explains,

Prophet of prosperity
(Mren referred to as a “prophet of prosper-
v,” Pileer s well known for his ability e
prual Lulla|||l'x COONOMIC CoNocprs . — th'
“sickness business,” for example — inco
termis that are understandalsle to the dverage
person. He iz always on the lookour tor a
maore efficient wool, an industry thar has not
vet been wpped, a new approach. "1 oy w
reinvent myself every five to seven years,”
he reveals, "1 am cantinually seeking some-
thing new because thar makes life exciting.”
[he Pilzers have recently |u'5:1:|n anather
home construction project a three-story,
i, 800-square-foor expansion of their Park
Ciry home, The addition will include a sec
ond apartment, three bedrooms, six baths, a
childrens den, 2 metal-welding shop for
Dang, and three large Hummer-size garage
spaces. It will be capped by a rwo-story
office, accessible by a glass elevaror,
HL'I‘IL'L“TIH on his dynamic career, Pilzes
says he's filled with enormous gratirude For
it all, from the “incredible fnancial
rewards” 1o having been given the Oppoartu-
nity for “studying, writing and teaching.”
| wanr e teach or

luking

Wnmarely, he says,

write whae people need the most
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Pllzar says he'n Tilled with gratiiude Tor fhi
incredible Nonancial rewards®™ he's roaped
seriowsly his belief thar all should teach
what rthey have learned, Pilzer serves as 4
part-time rabbi at o nearby Jewish emple,
where he instruces post-bar micevah youth

“1 like them because rhey are nor embar
rassed to ask questions,” he explains. “They
are still open to new thoaght.”

Just like Paul Zane Pilzer himsell, who
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Pilzer spent $250 for the base station
plus $95 per handset extension. All
eight handsets have the same
functions as the base unit, and they
share programming, so once the
information |s programmed into one
unit, it can be accessed from all.

$19.95 to $39.95 each. When hooked
up to the phone handsets, the
headsets provide hands-fras

COmmuumic 1I:i|:r|'| .

2 Micron Millenia PCs, 3 1BM
notebooks, 1 IMac: $1.000-52,200;
with Lucent wiraless 1
$149 per PC. All compute

equipped with MP3 audio files, music,
and CDR writers.

ork cards atl

delights n L'r11|r|:.|\i||.1_; -.!I.HI;_:L. et ||L'||l|u!.',}r'.

and new ideas as he weaves conceps of

home, wiirk, pleasure, and |1r|'|I'I inta the

fabric of his life. '

Lrsa Crova Wann i & freclance wrirer and edioor

faseed 1 Pavk Gy Gral. She can be reached o

tenitrel 2 qusean. Het

SSENTIALS

3 Hawlett-Packard LaserJets, Hewlett-
Packard 1220C wide-carriage color
printer, Epson 870 Photo Color Printer

Canon S20 3.34 megapixel digital
camera; $517, Panasonic PV-DV210
digital movie camera: 5700

Sony VPL-VW10HT home theatsr
projector: $5,900; 16-foot diagonal
-inch Mitsubishi HDTV

screen;
ISOM lines but Pilzer will be upgrading
to DSL. House is also wired with

satellite cable jacks.

FRS walkie-talkies; portable Yaesu
ham radios; Jeap Wrangler with an

78



